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for a generation or two, and that the impulse then
dies away as rapidly. It is the kind of problem which
is satisfactorily solved by the authors of university
prize essays, which somehow fail to convince the
world or to be republished by their writers. Are we,
.then, entitled to argue from the great works an
organic superiority in the race ? Must we suppose,
for example, that Englishmen at the time of Shake-
speare and Bacon and Spenser and Raleigh were an
abler race than their descendants, because, when
there was a very much smaller number of educated
men, they produced more first-rate authors than have
been produced by generations much more numerous
and more generally cultivated ? This seems to me
at least to be a very rash hypothesis; and some of
the obvious remarks made in our university essays
seem to me to indicate considerations which, though
not conclusive, cannot be neglected. It is clear, for
example, that particular stages of intellectual pro-
gress are abnormally stimulating; that, as the last
step to a pass in the mountains suddenly reveals vast
prospects, while a hundred equally difficult steps
before made no appreciable. change, so there are
mental advances which, as at the time of Bacon,
seemed suddenly to disclose boundless prospects of
knowledge. It is the Pisgah sight of the promised
land which causes a burst of energy. Or, again, a,